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Tanzania: Fears mount over disappearance of government critic 
Humphery Polepole 
 
Tanzanian security forces have been repeatedly implicated in a pattern of 
enforced disappearances in the country. In June 2025, UN human rights 
experts called on the Tanzanian government to “immediately stop the 
enforced disappearance of political opponents, human rights defenders and 
journalists, as a tool of repression in the electoral context.”  

Victims are often taken by unidentified individuals with the support or 
acquiescence of state officials, with authorities subsequently refusing to 
acknowledge their detention or disclose their fate or whereabouts—hallmarks of 
enforced disappearance under international law. 

Among those still missing are Anthony Gabriel, Daniel Chonchorio, Deusdedith 
Soka, Dioniz Kipanya, Fakih Ali Salim, Frank Mbise, Jacob Mlay, Mdude Nyagali, 
Shadrack Chaula, Sinda Mseti, and Siza Mwita Keheta. Their continued 
disappearance underscores the urgent need for accountability and transparency 
from Tanzanian authorities. 

tps://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/10/tanzania-fears-mount-over-disappearance-
of-government-critic-humphery-pole-pole/ 
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